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Injured Stray Dog Recovering at ARL 
Dog needed emergency surgery 

 

The Animal Rescue League of Boston (ARL) is caring for a Shih Tzu puppy that was found alone 
in Jamaica Plain just before the New Year and needed emergency surgery due to an eye injury. 
The animal is recovering, but still has a way to go before finding his new home. 

Louie, an 8-month-old Shih Tzu, was found along a cold and damp Boylston Street in Jamaica 
Plain on December 28, and taken to a veterinary clinic for an initial assessment. Boston Animal 
Care and Control was contacted to retrieve the dog, and because of the nature of his injury, 
contacted ARL’s Boston Animal Care and Adoption Center to provide emergency care and 
support. 

The dog did not have a microchip or identification tags, but had suffered from a ruptured 
corneal ulcer, causing extreme pain and discomfort; an umbilical hernia was also discovered 
upon examination at ARL. ARL’s community and shelter medicine team performed surgery to 
remove the injured eye and repaired the hernia. 

Louie is pain-free and recovering well, however, he will not be made available for adoption until 
he is healthy enough to go home.  

ARL is a resource to pet owners and to partners like Boston Animal Care and Control, but 
emergency services and surgery do come at a high cost. To date, Louie’s cost of care is several 
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thousand dollars, and ARL is seeking financial support to help offset the cost of his medical 
needs. 

Those interested can visit https://arl.boston/help-louie. 

For photos of Louie, please click the Dropbox link below: 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/c53fl7bgr3kb480mfgcev/ACA2DoFow6PyyitJZLIDWfQ?rlkey=
b81hnemqkh75xyrqn2mlyswva&st=zcaylmww&dl=0 

ABOUT THE ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON: 

Pets are family.  This belief is at the heart of everything we do at the Animal Rescue League of Boston.  ARL is the 
first female-founded animal welfare organization in Massachusetts and is proud to carry on a legacy of kindness 
and compassion, helping more than 20,000 animals annually since 1899.  Recognized for innovative, award-
winning programs that go beyond sheltering, ARL addresses the root causes of the issues facing animals and the 
people who love them. By partnering with communities, ARL helps animals heal and thrive, keeps pets and people 
together, and protects animals from harm.  Because there is no government funding for this important work, 
animals must rely on people like you to get the care they need, when they need it most, 365 days a year.  For 
more information, visit arlboston.org and follow ARL on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram. 
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